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STORY

The day is warm and sultry as a distinguished crowd assembles  in the grand hall of the empireÕs castle.  At the upper 
end of the hall is  a raised dais, upon which stands the kingÕs throne covered with crimson satin and embroidered with lions 
and silver fleur-de-lis.

The king stands before his people adorned in his formal attire and bearing the colors of the royal family.  The Earl and 
the Count stand to each side, one clutching a battle-ready shield, the other a jousting helmet.  Seated in the first two rows of 
the assembly, the nobles of the family give full attention to the event.  Behind them, the military leaders are clad in their 
ceremonial uniforms, standing rigid at attention and in the order of their rank, to the number of a score or more.  The whole 
of  the great vaulted hall is full of  the dull hum of  many people waiting, and a ceaseless restlessness stirs the crowded throng.

A momentary hush falls  as the novitiate ascends the steps of the main platform and approaches his king.  The squire is 
clad in armor, new and polished to a shine of dazzling brightness, the breastplate covered with a jupon of crimson satin and 
embroidered with silver.  His esquire of honor follows directly behind him bearing a sword in both hands; the cross-bearing 
hilt resting against his breast; the point elevated at an angle of forty-five degrees.  Two grave and revered knights flank the 
candidate and measure their steps of  ascent with the lad.

The squire lowers to one knee and bows his head in humble respect.  Inside, the young man is swelled up with a strange 
mixture of both nervous trepidation and confident assurance.  As he looks up again, a warm and consoling nod from His 
Majesty calms this humble servantÕs soul.

A brief pause of motionless silence follows, and then the king brandishes the magnificent sword.  In ceremonious 
grandeur he slowly wields the sword over the squireÕs head.  A flash of reflective light gleams off the blade and sweeps across 
the chiseled walls.  The monarch lowers the blade to the candidateÕs shoulder, pauses, then blesses the young man and 
formally cries in a loud voice, ÒBe thou a good knight!Ó

The newly appointed knight slowly erects.  He turns.  He faces his sponsors and friends, confident in his new identity 
and purpose. With fresh courage and a strength that has developed from years of  mentorship and training, he is now ready 
to defend honor, to serve the kingdom É and to gain favor with his lady-in-waiting.
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Knighthood Verses

Theme Verses
Luke 2:52:  And Jesus grew in wisdom, stature, and in favor with God and men.

1 Corinthians 16:13, 14:  Be on your guard, stand firm in the faith, act like men; be strong.  Do everything in love.

1 Corinthians 15:49:  And just as we have borne the likeness of the earthly man, so shall we bear the likeness of the 
man from heaven.

LEADER NOTES

Like squires of the medieval period, the young men in your group are in training to become modern-day knights.  
They should aspire to the noble character traits represented by knighthood. Use this devotion to introduce your group to 
the Squires2Knights teaching plan.  Explain to the young men that you will be leading devotions on a regular  basis.  
The teaching topics for these devotions will focus on Christ-centered manhood.  The topics will be drawn directly 
from three scriptures we call Knighthood Verses.  The whole group will memorize them together.



Discussion:  OPEN IN PRAYER

What images do you associate with knighthood?

How would you imagine a modern-day knight? 

What does it mean to be a man today?

What does culture say?

What does the Bible say?

Modern-day knighthood is real and itÕs relevant.  But we need a Biblically sound definition 
of manhood.

We can derive our definition from three Bible verses.  WeÕll call them Knighthood Verses.

WeÕll memorize these three verses together and weÕll have regular devotions from the 
principles we draw from them.

First Ð Our Fundamentals

1.  And Jesus grew in wisdom, stature, and in favor with God and men.

Luke 2:52

Second Ð Our Guidelines

2.  Be on your guard, stand firm in the faith, act like men (be men of courage); be 
strong.  Do everything in love.
       1 Corinthians 16:13, 14

ÒAct Like MenÓ will be our central theme.  From this theme we will learn about five 
roles for men and four responsibilities for men.  In this directive from Paul, the 
original text refers to a masculine courage.

Third Ð Our Identity Ð From Adam to Christ

3.  And just as we have borne the likeness of the earthly man, so shall we bear 
the likeness of the man from heaven.

Corinthians 15:49

CLOSE IN PRAYER
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Knighthood Verses


