SQUIRESZENIGHTS DEVOTWONAL

INTRODUCTION TO
CHRIST-CENTERED M ANHOOD

Five Roles for N

LEADER NOTES

A list of masculine characteristics could be an exhaustive inventory ranging from the twelve poi
to the Military Code of Conduct to the Seven Promises of a Promise Keeper. For our purposes, weQ(q
men from a Biblical perspective. So todayOs devotion will introduce a variety of primary characteristig
inclusive of the roles and responsibilities God designed for men. Not all men will be called to fulbll ev
Some of these roles will be carried out during different seasons of life. Two of these roles also pertain
disciple and servant. But itOs important to remember, God is always gloribed in the fulbliment of ea
roles and responsibilities.

~

STORY Theme Verse

Blessed are all who fear the Lord, who walk in his ways.
himself. Four and a half years out You will eat the fruit of you labor; blessings and prosperity wil| be
college and he was trading in his cubical Your wife will be like a fruitful vine within your house;

for a real ofbce. His new position also put YOur sons will be like olive shoots around your table.
' Thus is the man blessed who fears the Lord.

John was feeling pretty good abouit

Christmas party. Leaving his wife at home \ay the Lord bless you from Zion all the days of your life;
with the baby, he arrived about twenty may you see the prosperity of Jerusalem,

minutes after the time posted on the ! and may you live to see your childrenOs children.
invitation, thinking Ofashionably lateC
would be best for his brst company party.

It was obvious he wasnOt the only ngw
guy. Many of the suits were introducing
themselves and initiating small talk. Those
in the brst cluster were still shaking hands and exchanging names when he walked up. John reached
his hand to the Prst gentleman and offered his name. As he listened in on the early part of| th
conversation, each young businessman was boldly announcing his position in the company. A couple
accountants, a marketing specialist and even a chemical engineer. As all eyes turned to him,|Jo
immediately recognized that he didnOt put as much stock in his job title as these guys did. So he ¢ffe
the brst thing that came to his mind: OlIOm blessed with a wonderful wife and an incredible young sdn.(

There was a silent pause while a bunch of goofy looking, confused faces stared at him, each with ¢
brow scrunched down and the other lifted up. They didnOt seem to be impressed or amused. But pn
one of the guys puffed out his chest and stated with a grin, OAwesome, 10ve got one on the way!O

Within sixty seconds, these previously stoic young professionals were all speaking over top each ot
Each one of them was bragging about his young family with an excitement that stood out against the re
of the stuffy socializing throughout the party room. John went from a stupebed feeling of awkwardngss
a satisbed sense of triumph within just a few short minutes. y

Peace be upon Israel.
! ! ) " Psalm 128
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Five Roles for I\

Discussion: OPEN IN PRAYER(Display the attached large print page for all to see

Why did JohnOs answer to his fellow businessmen get such a peculiar response?
God created men with certain roles and responsibilities. Our identity should be tied to these roles and
responsibilities. But most men identify more with their jobs than they do their relationship with God or
with their families. ThatOs why the first question after an introduction between two men is, OSo, what do
you do?0 _In Psalm 128, God placed the biblical roles and responsibilities for men in one chapter of the
Bible. LetOs dissect the verses and find each one.
Five Roles:
First we see OBlessed are all who fear the Lord, who walk in His ways.O

From this, what can we conclude about a godly man?

A biblical man who walks in the ways of God igliacipleandservant
He is astudentof GodOs truths andadlower of GodOs calling.

As Colossians 1:10 says, OE so that you willk in a manner worthy of the Lord, E bearing
fruit in every goodwork [thatOs servicegnd increasing in thenowledge of Goddiscipleship]
EO (italics added

We also see OYour wife will be like a fruitful vine within your house.O

This one is easy. A married man is call a E what?

A biblical man with a fruitful wife is éusband leading in submission to Christ (She is fruitful
with children and fruitful with GodOs work).

Then we see Oyour sons will be like olive shoots around your table.O
A man with children is a E ?

A biblical man with children is dather, raising them with a generational vision for GodOs
kingdom.

Finally, OMay the Lord bless you from Zion all_ the days of your life; may you see the prosperity of
Jerusalem, and may you live to see your childrenOs children.O

This one needs a hint. A man with grandchildren, a man involved in his community (Jerusalem), a
man involved in his nation (Israel), heOs known as a E ?

A biblical man glorifies God as patriarch, expanding his influence on the extended family,
church, local community and nation.

So what are the five roles of Christ-centered manhood?

Disciple Husband Patriarch
Servant Father

CLOSE IN PRAYER
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Psalm'1

Blessed are all who fear the Lord,

who walk in his ways.

You will eat the fruit of you labor;
blessings and prosperity will be yours.
Your wife will be like a fruitful vine

within your house;
your sons will be like olive shoots
around your table.
Thus is the man blessed
who fears the Lord.

May the Lord bless you from Zion
all the days of your life;
may you see the prosperity of
Jerusalem,
and may you live to see your

childre® children.

Peace be upon Israel.
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